[Laparoscopy-assisted distal gastrectomy for gastric cancer].
Laparoscopy-assisted distal gastrectomy (LADG) is a minimally invasive surgical technique, and also an important development of modern surgery. According to Japanese Gastric Cancer Treatment Guideline, indications of LADG must be strictly limited in early gastric cancer patients, while it should be investigated in advanced gastric cancer. Based on available studies, the short-term advantage of LADG for early gastric cancer has been generally accepted, but the totally laparoscopic technique for early gastric cancer is still to be further studied. LADG for advanced gastric cancer continues to be controversial, which needs the relevant final results of randomized controlled trials from China, Japanese, and Korean to determine, although some current studies have demonstrated similar efficacy of LADG plus D2 lymphadenectomy as compared to open gastrectomy.